







in	 January	 2009.	 An	 article	 excerpt	 from	 a	 forthcoming	 book	 on	
Calvin	is	also	included.
Bernard	 Cottret	 begins	 his	 renowned	 biography	 of	 Calvin	 with	
these	words	about	his	chosen	subject:
Calvin	 [...]	 a	discreet	 individual,	 secret,	 ardent,	yet	 timid.	 In	
short,	 the	absolute	opposite	of	a	celebrity	–	a	man,	 in	all	 the	





(Bernard	 Cottret,	 Calvin;	 Paris:	 Éditions	 Payot	 et	
Rivages,	1998,	pp.	9–10)
Some	of	these	aspects	of	Calvin’s	life,	work	and	influence	are	explored	
in	 this	 issue.	 In	 a	 paper	 that	 challenges	 contemporary	 Reformed	
thinking,	Professor	Donald	Macleod	draws	our	attention	to	Calvin’s	
views	on	politics.	He	 touches	on	 the	 thought	of	Alexander	Shields,	
Abraham	Kuyper,	 and	 the	Barmen	Declaration	 and	brings	us	 up	 to	
the	 present	 day.	He	 draws	 the	 article	 to	 a	 close	 by	 suggesting	 that	
the	Reformed	Church	in	Scotland	has	yet	to	answer	the	challenge	of	
contemporary	secular	values.
In	 a	 major	 article	 Professor	 Ian	 Hazlitt	 re-examines	 historical	
interpretations	and	caricatures	of	Calvin	from	a	variety	of	perspectives	
regarding:	 predestination;	 l’affaire Servetus;	 anti-Calvin	 sentiment;	















In	her	 article	What does it mean to be human?,	Dr	 Julie	Canlis	









OBE	 in	 this	 years	Honours	List	 and	 the	 investiture	 ceremony	 took	
place	in	December	2009.	
Ian Maxwell
